
 

 

 From Road Transport Research to Real World Mobility: Connecting STREnGth_M with 

Public Transport Practice 

AGENDA 

Organised by: UITP, on behalf of the STREnGth_M project 

Date: 23 January 2026  

Time: 11:00–12:30 CET 

Format: Three 15–20-minute presentations followed by discussion and Q&A 

*This webinar will be recorded 

Link: Microsoft Virtual Events Powered by Teams 

Context 

The STREnGth_M project (2023–2026), funded under Horizon Europe, builds upon the 

legacy of FOSTER ROAD, FUTURE RADAR, and FUTURE HORIZON—a series of initiatives 

that have coordinated European road transport research and innovation (R&I). Its purpose is to 

define future research priorities, identify barriers to innovation uptake, and strengthen the 

connections between European, national, and international R&I activities. 

As Europe progresses toward the European Green Deal and the Sustainable and Smart Mobility 

Strategy, road transport is evolving from a sector focused primarily on vehicles and 

infrastructure to one that serves people and places through efficient, shared, and clean mobility 

systems. Public transport is a key enabler of this transition, translating research into tangible 

results through buses, Bus Rapid Transit (BRT), and demand-responsive services. 

This webinar will explore how STREnGth_M’s strategic research coordination supports real-

world innovation in collective, zero-emission transport.  

 

Agenda Overview 

The session will open with welcome remarks and introductions from Nik Schulze-Makuch 

(UITP), who will serve as moderator and is the session organizer. He will frame the discussion 

by highlighting the importance of connecting road transport research with sustainable mobility 

practice, setting the stage for an exchange between European research coordination and public 

transport implementation. (5 minutes) 

The first presentation will be delivered by Marina Martin Vilches (POLIS). This segment 

will introduce STREnGth_M’s mission, structure, and ongoing work in shaping Europe’s 

strategic research and innovation agenda for sustainable road transport. It will outline how the 

project contributes to defining long-term priorities, strengthening coordination mechanisms, 

and ensuring that R&I efforts align with the broader goals of the European Green Deal. (10 

minutes) 

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/e83dfb8b-3b32-4326-851a-58e5c94292e6@75683224-dfaf-4e5d-bf07-50df5fb04766


 

Following this, Oliver Lah (UEMI) will discuss road transport 

innovation in a global context, focusing on the barriers, opportunities, and coordination 

needs that arise when aligning R&I outcomes with policy and implementation. His presentation 

will also bring in the Global South perspective, examining how lessons from Europe’s research 

frameworks can inform sustainable mobility transitions worldwide. (15 minutes) 

The third speaker, Flavio Grazian (UITP), Project Manager of eBRT2030, will present how 

coordinated European research is being applied to develop zero-emission public transport 

systems. His talk will showcase eBRT2030 as a concrete example of translating R&I into 

practice, with insights into technological innovation, deployment challenges, and the project’s 

contribution to collective, clean mobility in urban environments. (15 minutes) 

Next, Johanne Dølvik (Ruter), Project Manager, Autonomous Vehicles Pilot Oslo, will 

explore the future of autonomous mobility and its implications for road safety and public 

transport. Her presentation will address the challenges autonomous mobility poses for safety, 

integration, and governance, while highlighting how ULTIMO contributes to Europe’s 

understanding of how automated, connected systems can complement public transport. By 

linking research to real-world testing, ULTIMO demonstrates how future-oriented innovation 

can coexist with public transport principles safe, efficient, and accessible for all (15 minutes). 

The session will conclude with a Q&A, engaging all speakers in a shared dialogue on how 

coordinated research efforts can better serve the needs of sustainable public transport. This 

closing discussion will allow participants to exchange perspectives on aligning research, policy, 

and operations to deliver real-world mobility solutions. (10–15 minutes) 

Key Messages 

• STREnGth_M as a strategic enabler: Strengthening Europe’s capacity to 

coordinate and guide sustainable road transport research. 

• Road transport serves people: The path to decarbonisation runs through collective, 

efficient, and connected mobility. 

• Collaboration across sectors: Linking research coordination, urban policy, and 

implementation ensures that R&I delivers real sustainability outcomes. 

 

Expected Outcomes and Concluding thoughts 

The webinar is expected to foster greater awareness of STREnGth_M’s role and results within 

the European mobility and public transport community. Participants will gain a clearer 

understanding of how road transport R&I frameworks support the transition to sustainable 

urban mobility. The discussion will also strengthen connections between coordination projects 

such as STREnGth_M and implementation initiatives like eBRT2030, ULTIMO, and 2ZERO, 

laying the foundation for future collaboration and dissemination within the European Green 

Deal and Horizon Europe frameworks. 


